Greater Columbus Georgia Chamber of Commerce Economic Development Team Receives Award for 2009 Regional “Deal of the Year” by the Georgia Economic Developers Association
September 21, 2009
The Georgia Economic Developers Association recognized the Greater Columbus Georgia Chamber of Commerce for an “outstanding achievement in the location/expansion of business in Georgia.” Columbus was recognized in the Regional category because of the NCR project that was recently announced.

NCR Corporation is a global technology company leading how the world connects, interacts and transacts with business. In June 2009, NCR unveiled plans to bring part of its manufacturing operation back to the United States. The project will create approximately 870 jobs at a new state-of-the-art facility in Columbus, Georgia, which NCR will use to manufacture advanced ATMs, including intelligent deposit, to drive its leadership in the North America market.

“The Development Authority of Columbus, with tremendous support by the Columbus Consolidated Government, worked hand in hand with the Chamber’s economic development staff every step along this journey,” said Dick Ellis, chairman of the Authority.

“This project would have never happened had it not been for the unique public-private partnership that the Columbus Chamber has developed,” said Mike Gaymon, president & CEO of the Greater Columbus Georgia Chamber of Commerce. “We continue to reap the benefits of being proactive and finding ways to make projects work.” 

The Chamber’s economic development department, led by Becca Hardin, is also the professional staff for the Development Authority of Columbus, as well as The Valley Partnership. The Valley Partnership was the recipient of GEDA’s 2008 Deal of the Year in the Regional category for its work on the Daehan Solution project in Harris County.

About the Award

This is the second year that GEDA has recognized the major projects from the previous year. In what has become a major portion of the Annual Awards Ceremony – GEDA recognizes recipients in three categories:

· RURAL – a county, community or area with population under 50,000

· URBAN – any non-rural county, community or area with a population over 50,000

· REGIONAL – any multi-county initiative

The Deal of the Year Awards recognize outstanding achievement in the location or expansion of new businesses in the state of Georgia that meet community economic development goals and involve significant community program support, such as financial or permitting assistance, workforce development, state financial support, etc. The Deal of the Year Award nominees are evaluated on a number of factors, including total economic impact of the deal, the degree of expertise needed to complete the deal, and any obstacles or challenges that were overcome during the course of the deal. This year’s Deal of the Year judges, Kate McEnroe of Kate McEnroe Consulting and Will Hearn of Site Dynamics are widely regarded as some of the most knowledgeable site selection consultants in the site selection business.



