Columbus Ranks in Top 20% of Employment Growth 
in Nation; Rated “In Recovery” from Recession
October 27, 2009

The Columbus Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) is one of only 79 MSAs nationwide showing progress from the recession, according to the latest “Adversity Index” from Moody’s Economy and MSNBC. Columbus is listed as “in recovery” according to the latest data from the Adversity Index. The Adversity Index is designed to measure the economic health of all 392 metro areas in the country. The Columbus MSA is comprised of Chattahoochee, Harris, Marion, and Muscogee counties in Georgia and Russell County in Alabama.

“Columbus continues to be a bright spot in a slow economy,” said Mike Gaymon, president and CEO of the Greater Columbus Georgia Chamber of Commerce. “This story reflects what Georgia Trend and Dr. Jeff Humphries, Selig Center, University of Georgia had predicted for our region.  Our public private partnership is continuing to focus growing our economy with quality jobs.”
Each month, the Adversity Index uses data on employment, industrial production, housing starts and home prices to label each area as expanding, at risk of recession, in recession, or recovering. According to the latest data, 30 of the nearly 80 areas in recovery are located in the 12 southern states. Viewed another way, 38% of the areas in recovery are located in the southern 25% of the country.
“This is the first month in 2009 when any metro area has moved from recession into the “recovery” category, indicating that the economy grew from six months earlier,” said Bill Dedmon, an investigative reporter with MSNBC. 

The Employment Growth Ranking indicates the strength of the overall local economy, and Columbus was ranked in the top 20% in the nation. According to the Index, key strengths in the area are the expansion underway at Fort Benning, the expanding presence of the auto industry, and the low cost of living and doing business. Columbus is joined by Augusta-Richmond County, Savannah, and Warner-Robins as the only four areas in the state designated as “in recovery” by the Index.
(Information on the Adversity Index can be found at http://adversity.msnbc.com) 
