Columbus Gourmet, Inc. Partners With Local Non-Profit to Expand to New Facility and Create Jobs
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Columbus Gourmet, Inc., a multi-channel food manufacturing and marketing company, plans to hire as many as 50 additional employees at its new facility in Corporate Ridge Business Park in Columbus, Georgia. The 30,000 square foot plant is expected to be fully operational by the end of 2009 and will feature an operational focus on lean, high-output manufacturing coupled with eco-conscious production.  

Columbus Gourmet began in 2004 as a regional specialty food manufacturing company with limited operations. The company now provides private label programs, contract manufacturing and brand development. Two of the more recognizable brands Columbus Gourmet’s operates are Aunt Pearlie’s Dinner Sides and Kendrick Gourmet which are sold by national retailers such as Whole Foods Market, Publix Supermarkets and Food Lion.

“The long anticipated move is essential to grow production and enhance our relationships with current and future customers,” says Robin Carr, vice president of development, Aunt Pearlie’s Dinner Sides. Carr added that “for years we knew the company vision and brands would align with consumer behavior and with the current economy, retailers, just like families, are seeking quality food and cost effective products.” 

The expansion effort moved rapidly thanks in large part with a grant received in partnership with Two-Thousand Opportunities Inc., a non-profit small business incubator founded by Dr. Bob Wright, a Columbus business and civic leader. The grant was offered by the Office of Community Services, Economic Development Division and provides grant funds for creating jobs for low income members of the community.   

”With the efforts of Two Thousand Opportunities and the team that Dr. Wright put together, this expansion effort will provide our company with the resources we need to service our customers more effectively and will provide the space we need to service our  growth,” said Bryan Stone, president and CEO of Columbus Gourmet.

