Cessna Breaks Ground On Columbus Expansion

September 19, 2007

<A title='Cessna website' href=’http://www.cessna.com' target=new>Cessna Aircraft Company</A>, a <A title='Textron website' href=’http://www.textron.com' target=new>Textron Inc. </A> (NYSE: TXT) company, broke ground today on what will be its third facility in Columbus. The world's largest manufacturer of general aviation airplanes will invest up to $24 million to expand aircraft subassembly work, including construction of an $11 million facility at Muscogee Technology Park. The 100,000 square-foot building is slated to be completed in August 2008. Cessna expects to add up to 150 jobs in Columbus over the next five years.<br><br>
“As Cessna grows in Columbus, it's evident that Georgia is a true power in the aerospace industry,” said Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue at the press conference on the site. “Our talented workforce and good business climate present distinct advantages in this target industry.”<br><br>
In 1996, Cessna began its Columbus operations to support increased production rates in Wichita and Independence, Kansas. Cessna Columbus employees manufacture detail parts and assemblies for Cessna’s line of single engine pistons, Caravans and business jets. In 2001 Cessna moved newly acquired <A title='McCauley Propeller Systems website' href=’http://www.mccauley.textron.com' target=new>McCauley Propeller Systems</A> to Columbus from Dayton, Ohio.<br><br>

“When we came to Columbus in 1996, there were about 70 employees here, and now there are almost 600,” said Ron Alberti, senior vice president, Integrated Supply Chain. “The strength of the workforce and the business climate in Muscogee County provides a terrific environment in which to grow our business, and we expect strong job growth as our business expands. Georgia’s Quick Start training program and the Greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce have been instrumental in allowing us to expand over the past 11 years.” 


