Sun Fresh Beverages Expanding Columbus Facility

August 23, 2007

Birmingham, Alabama-based <A title='Buffalo Rock website' href=’http://www.buffalorock.com' target=new>Buffalo Rock Company</A>, one of the nation’s largest food and beverage distributors, is expanding its Columbus bottling facility, Sun Fresh Beverages, Inc. (formerly Southeast Canners). The company is adding a new bottling line capable of producing 8 to 10 million cases of product per year, and hiring 50 new employees and investing $4.5 million. This brings the total number of employees at the Columbus facility to 100. Sun Fresh Beverages, Inc. produces <A title='Aquafina website' href=’http://www.aquafina.com' target=new>Aquafina Pure Water</A>, along with teas and other drinks.<br><br>
 “Buffalo Rock, established in 1901, has a rich history of growth, expansion and acquisitions,” said Scott Parks, vice president, Corporate Manufacturing, Facilities and Operations. “Today’s announcement is an investment in this plant to help meet the growth of non-carbonated and carbonated beverages in our region.” <br><br>
The Buffalo Rock Company operates 14 distribution centers throughout Alabama, Georgia and the panhandle of Florida, and has two manufacturing hubs. This growth will increase capacity of all manufacturing capabilities by 50%.<br><br> 

“Today’s announcement is creating new jobs for area residents,” said Mayor Jim Wetherington. “This new line is an investment by the company in the growth of our region’s diversity of manufacturing products.”

