AlaTrade Foods announces 500 jobs in Phenix City

March 5, 2007

AlaTrade Foods, LLC, based in Guntersville, Alabama, announced this morning that it will locate a food processing plant in Phenix City, Alabama. Davis Lee, owner and CEO of AlaTrade Foods unveiled his company’s plans to build an 85,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility in the Phenix Industrial Park on U.S. 431 South. AlaTrade will invest $15 million in the new facility and will create 500 jobs with an expected starting pay around $8.50 an hour.

The announcement was made jointly by the Phenix City-Russell County Chamber of Commerce and the Valley Partnership, a regional economic development organization.

The AlaTrade Foods is a further processor of poultry. The company currently operates three plants in north Alabama, employing more than 1,700 employees. The Phenix City plant will process chickens into products such as chicken nuggets, strips and gourmet chicken products. No live chickens will be processed at the plant which is expected to begin operation in December 2007.
“We are excited AlaTrade has decided to locate in our region,” said Mayor Jeff Hardin, Phenix City. “This announcement means more jobs for our region helping to diversify our economy. Today’s announcement is a victory for Phenix City and the Valley Partnership. Our teamwork helped to make the difference.”

According to Lee, the close proximity to its supply source from south Georgia made the location attractive. “Great cooperation from the city officials of Phenix City, the Chambers of Commerce from Phenix City and Columbus and the Valley Partnership plus the available workforce helped to solidify the decision,” said Lee. “Another important factor was the availability of property in the industrial park with full utility services including water, sewer and electricity.”
