Columbus Listed in 100 Top Communities for Kids
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Columbus/Muscogee County is a great place for kids to grow up. America's Promise Alliance has named Columbus as one of the best 100 communities for young people. 

America's Promise Alliance is a foundation committed to making sure every child has the essential tools for success. 

The Alliance for Youth selected Columbus because of the public-private partnership that exists between local businesses and area schools called Partners In Education.
The Partners in Education (PIE) program was established in 1987 as a joint venture of the Muscogee County School District and the Greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce. Originally known as "Adopt-A-School," its purpose was to improve education by stimulating meaningful business and community involvement in public schools. Through individual partnerships with businesses, professional organizations, churches, and civic clubs, public and private schools are now able to tap resources to meet the individual needs of each student body, provide excellent educational programming, and recognize achievement.

For example, students at Fox Elementary benefit from a relationship with Schuster Enterprises, which owns several area Burger King franchises.

"They have been here to foster the recognition of the children's successes, and to encourage them," says Charlotte Bland, who serves as Fox Elementary's academic coach.

Bland says Schuster provides the school with teaching tools, as well as fun activities for kids who perform well.

"Every time a grading period comes out, they provide coupons and awards for children for good citizenship, perfect attendance, good work, and academics," Bland said.

The company even brings a Columbus State University theatre performance to the school once a year for fine arts enrichment. Seeing a live performance is a luxury for many of the students who come from low-income families.

"The opportunity they have to see a play, that's wonderful," Bland said. "They wouldn't have that opportunity, if it were not provided through the school and funded by someone."

