Becca Hardin Addresses State Legislators in Atlanta 

January 23, 2007
With a message of simple, flexible and fast, Greater Columbus Georgia Chamber of Commerce Executive Vice President of Economic Development Becca Hardin addressed the Georgia House and Senate Economic Development Committees today at the Coverdell Legislative Office Building. She said that to be successful, Georgia’s economic developers need the ability to do business at the speed of business.
Hardin was asked to be a part of a Georgia Economic Development Association panel that addressed economic development legislative policy issues, priorities identified by GEDA members and the impact of state policies on local economic development work.
Representing the Valley Partnership, Hardin told the joint committees that during the past two years, the region has experienced great economic prosperity with the announcements of Kia, the Aflac expansion and the growth at Fort Benning. She said, “As we work to bring jobs to Georgia, we need to challenge ourselves to be creative with our game-plan and competitive strategy.”  

“As economic development professionals, we are in the trenches every day, trying to stay one step ahead of the cut-line,” said Hardin. “We hear what corporate executives want when considering a new location or expansion and we hear what tactics other states and even other countries are using to compete against us.”
Forty-two lawmakers, including Sen. George Hooks (D-Americus) and Rep. Vance Smith (R-Pine Mountain), listened intently as Hardin outlined a three-part recipe for future successes:  
· Keep it simple. Don’t overwhelm prospective companies with forms, applications and unnecessary bureaucracy.
· Be flexible. Examine ways to adjust current statutory incentives to meet the needs of a specific company of industry segment.
· Be fast. Do business at the speed of business because time kills deals. Figure out what it will take to close the deal, then develop a strategy, commit and close the deal.  
Immediately following Hardin’s presentation, Sen. Chip Pearson (R-Dawsonville), Chairman of the Economic Development Committee, agreed to form a task force with Hardin’s help to investigate ways the state and local communities can assist defense contractor companies expand their presence in Georgia and enable them to grow their presence beyond our military installations. 

